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Djenné was inscribed in December 1988 on the UNESCO World Heritage List, under the name of “0ld Towns of Dj
that prevailed for this inscription is Criterion (iv): The ancient fabric of Djenné is an exceptional example ¢
most famous element is its mosque, which is one of the largest monumental earthen constructions |
Despite the protection resulting from the classification, serious threats weigh on the sites a
~ Dijenné, an island city located in the Inner Delta of the Niger River in Mali, is experier
nrmation of its architectural landscape due to the intrusion of ne
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From this observation, the following questions arise:

How to reconcile the preservation of the exceptional architectural heritage of Ljenné while ensuring
development in order to maintain its status as a World Heritage property?

How to support and perpetuate community participation to sustainably preserve earthen architec

How to mobilize the financial and materis/ resources necessary for the conservation ¢




Maliis a large country both in terms of its area and its cultural diversity. Old land of history, brilliant ci
cultures, Mali conceals an earthen architectural heritage of which Djenné is one of the remarkable
Dienne is the capital of the Circle of the same name; it is located 130 km southwest of Mopti
070 km northeast of Bamako (the capital of Mali). Djenné is one of the oldest cities in sul

illustration of the development and the exceptional character of the earthen
mosque which is one of the largest earthen constructions in the wor




CURRENT STATE OF CONSERVATION OF THE "OLD TOWNS OF DJENNE™ SITE

Since the inscription of Djenné on the World Heritage List in 1988, actions, projects and

conservation programs, initiated and supported by communities and technical and financial
partners, have promoted the conservation and maintenance of the architecture. in the Ian
of the old fabric of the city.
However, several problems arise, in particular the increasingly massive use of coati
"terracotta bricks” instead of traditional earthen plasters on the one hand and
hand the replacement of artisanal wooden joinery by metal joinery.
The security crisis of 2017 considerably increased the economic difficult
also necessary to point out the lack of coordination between the Sta
for heritage protection and urban development: in particular |JE
and the office in charge of housing and town planning.
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Figure N° 3: Les maisons et objets restaurés — (DNPC)

Photo H.A. DIOP — Aot 2017
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The current urban development of Djenné is certainly a normal development, however, it must be controlled to respect the
The construction of certain new facilities disrupts the architecture of the city and could constitute a potential threat t
"VUE",

The homogeneity and particularity of this earthen architecture, which favored its inscription on the UNE
hy the changes that have occurred in the architectural environment of the ancient fabric.
arried out by ACROTERRE in partnership with the "Djenné Patrimoine” a
¢l e of earthen houses. This study follows on from |
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sion avec la
dégrade —
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Phato N° 3: Djenné: vuelsur une facade habillée en Photo N° 5: Djenné: vue sur fagade habillée en pierre

P — Aodt 2017 Photo H.A. DIOP — Ao(t 2017
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Photo N° 7: Djenné: vue sur un batiment administratif
construit en ciment —

Photo H.A. DIOP — Aolt 2017
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timent administratif

t 2017

Photo N° 9: Djenné: Djenné: vue sur un batiment administratif
construit en ciment —
Photo H.A. DIOP — Aot 2017



Photo N° 10: Djenné: vue sur des habitations construit en ciment avec des peintures personnalisés
— Photo H.A. DIOP — Aolt 2017
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Photo N° 12: Djenné: vue sur de habitation construit en terre avec une

peinture verte—
Photo H.A. DIOP — Ao(it 2017



Les berges du fleuve & Djenné, ville insulaire, subissent de fortes érosions, qui ont un impact visible négatif sur le site: Le'chan
climatique, a également des effets induits sur la qualité des matériaux de construction, notamment la teneur en sable dels
utilisée dans les constructions et |a rareté de certains matériaux, tels que les raniers, les balles et les sons de riz, Btess
|es constructions traditionnelles. '

Insalubrity linked to the inadequacy of an appropriate sanitation polic

\ Traditionally the inhabitants of the city built aerial latrines which are not directly dug into the gro
able was not important.
the inadequacy of the environmental impact study which was carri

K



une ruelle — Photo
Aolt 2017

Photo N° 16: Djenné: vue sur une ruelle — Photo

° 14; Dfenné: berges du fleu N
DIOP — Aodit 2017 H.A. DIOP — Aodt 2017
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!!!r 18:|Djeané: vue sur un systéme Photo N° 20: Djenné: vue sur un systéme
évacuation — d’évacuation —




MANAGEMENT OF THE DLD TOWN OF DJENNE

Since the classification of Djenné, various tools and means for its conservation have been planned. These i
Cultural Mission of Djenné, the development of a "Conservation and Management Plan for the "(ld Tc
version of which concerns the period 2008 - 201Z.
Despite these tools, the various shortcomings mentioned above, combined with the 2L
in Danger in 208, during the 40th session of the World Heritage
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PROPOSALS FOR SUSTAINABLE URBAN MANAGEMENT ACTIONS FOR ANCIENT FABRIC AND
OF ARCHITECTURE IN THE LAND OF DJENNE

With a view to conducting an efficient and appropriate management policy with a view to
reconciling the imperatives of urban development induced by population growth and those

of sustainable conservation of the site's monumental earthen architecture, we propose
some ways of reflection: :

Organize public awareness campaigns with the collaboration of the Cultural Missior
Town Hall, district leaders, imams and all local authorities in order to preserve
exceptional earthen architecture;

Involve communities in the process of developing and applying the
view to controlling the management of inhabited space and con
development;

Perpetuate the local constructive cultures b
«««««««« : the "Bareyton", notably through construc
rehabilitation of earthen building

Mabilize



Every year before the first rains, especially in April, a ceremony (cultural festival) takes place in Djenn
population participates, it is the plastering of the great mosque of Djenne which contributes to the st
the building and thus contribute to the resistance of the impact of winte
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